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Journeying with the Maxims - Words of Wisdom

Maxim 1
“Your call is sublime…become what God dreams for you.”
Modern translation of this maxim by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Philadelphia

Explanation of Maxim 1
by Sr. Jane DeLisle, CSJ

This first Maxim is a summary of all 100.  It boldly states the sacred nature of all life and
God’s desire for us to be One with God. It proclaims that we are God’s best gift to God’s self
and invites to personal intimacy with God. We are called to greatness of soul.

Every person is made in God’s image, with equal dignity and worth. Awareness of this
“sublime” truth has the power to shape our self-understanding, our decisions and the way we
perceive the other.  Born with innate dignity, God’s gentle strength and presence abides
within us all.  We are given the grace of being uniquely named, claimed and loved by God.
Life is sacred! Each life matters! We belong to God!  The spark of divine life flows through
us.  This is the sublime nature of who we are formed to be, a reflection of God’s love in the
world.  We are called to be holy!

Every human person uniquely resembles God and reflects that quality of God.  The grace is
ours to claim, savor, live and share. The gift is freely given, it is ours to choose.  God desires
to be in relationship with us and empowers each one to fulfill God’s dream for each person
uniquely.  Knowing this “mystical” relationship, one borrows the eyes of God to perceive
beauty, truth, goodness and God’s reflection in the other.  Everyone has the potential, we
need only see it, claim it, and live with gratitude all that has been given. 

(Note: If you missed the introduction to the maxims on July 7, you can find it in the resource
section of our webpage. The modern translations of the maxims were written by the Sisters of
St. Joseph of Philadelphia and are used with their permission, as are the reflection questions
—in an adapted form).

https://www.facebook.com/TheCSDOrange/
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For Pondering

What stirs within me as I remember that I am made in God’s image? 

What do I perceive is God’s invitation as I pray to be open to God’s dream this day?

What can I do to be one with God’s dream for all of Creation?

Thoughts for my Prayer Today

I praise and thank you, Loving God, for I am wonderfully made in your image. Help
me to see myself and others with your sacred eyes.  Please hold me close that I might
live with fidelity all that you have given me and use it for the good of all.  May your

dream for me become the reality I strive to live each day.  With gratitude and praise,
I pray to embrace your sublime call in me.  Amen.
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